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The decision to follow sacred tradition should be based on rational not emotional 

principles of Jurisprudence and practical matters of natural law.  Hence, it is 

necessary some times to provide a reminder about scholarly opinions.  One such 

Opinion we would like to present is from the late Esteemed Scholar of the 

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia who was recognized as the authority in Jurisprudence 

while he was alive may Allah have mercy on all departed Muslims and Scholars, 

Ameen.  The following is a translation from his work: 

 

**Compilation of Fatwas and Messages of the Esteemed Sheikh Muhammad bin 

Saleh Al-Uthaymeen** 

 

Volume Nineteen 

 

Fatwas on Fiqh (Islamic Jurisprudence) - Fasting 

 

Compiled and Edited by 

 

The one in need of Allah the Almighty, 

 

Fahd bin Nasser bin Ibrahim Al-Sulaiman 

First Edition Published in 2003 Volume 19  

 

On page 47 He was asked a Question on the Possibility of uniting the Ummah on 

one Unified Islamic Calendar.  Scans of the Arabic Original Text. 

 

Question 16:  A person asked the esteemed Sheikh, may Allah have mercy on 

him: "There are those who call for unifying the sighting of the crescent in Mecca, 

so that the entire Ummah (Muslim community) begins the blessed month of 

Ramadan and other months at the same time. What is your opinion on this?" 

 

Answer:  The esteemed Sheikh replied: "From an astronomical standpoint, this is 

impossible, because the sighting of the crescent moon varies. As Sheikh of Islam 

Ibn Taymiyyah, may Allah have mercy on him, said, the knowledge of this 

science varies among the people of knowledge. When there is a difference in 

observation, it is necessary to follow the evidence and the theory that each 

country has its own ruling." 

 

 

On page 39 He was asked a Question on when to Fast the Day of Arafah which is 



the 9th of Dhul Hija date any given Islamic Calendar year based on Hilal Sighting. 

 

Question:  Esteemed Sheikh Muhammad bin Saleh Al-Uthaymeen, may Allah 

protect him, Peace and blessings of Allah be upon you. I ask Allah to grant you 

help and continued success. 

 

I inform you that I am one of the employees of the Custodian of the Two Holy 

Mosques' embassy - may Allah protect him - in […Undisclosed Country...]. We 

are here experiencing differences regarding the fasting of the blessed month of 

Ramadan and the fasting of the day of Arafah. The brothers have divided into 

three groups: 

 

1. A group says: We should fast with the Kingdom and break our fast with the 

Kingdom. 

2. A group says: We should fast with the country we are in and break our fast 

with them. 

3. A group says: We should fast with the country we are in during Ramadan, but 

for the day of Arafah, we should fast with the Kingdom. 

 

Therefore, I hope for a clear and detailed answer from your eminence regarding 

the fasting of the month of Ramadan and the day of Arafah with another country. 

For the past five years, it has not happened that the Kingdom's fasting coincided 

with the fasting of the month of Ramadan or the day of Arafah here, as Ramadan 

begins here a day after it begins in the Kingdom, and sometimes it is announced 

in the Kingdom a day or two days before. 

 

May Allah protect you. Peace and blessings of Allah be upon you. 

 

Answer: ……………. Based on this, fast and break the fast according to the 

fasting and breaking of the fast of the people of the country you are in, whether it 

agrees with your original country or not. The same applies to the day of Arafah, 

follow the country you are in. 

 

Written by Muhammad Al-Saleh Al-Uthaymeen on 28/8/1420 AH. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 



 


