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The decision to follow sacred tradition should be based on rational not emotional
principles of Jurisprudence and practical matters of natural law. Hence, it is
necessary some times to provide a reminder about scholarly opinions. One such
Opinion we would like to present is from the late Esteemed Scholar of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia who was recognized as the authority in Jurisprudence
while he was alive may Allah have mercy on all departed Muslims and Scholars,
Ameen. The following is a translation from his work:

**Compilation of Fatwas and Messages of the Esteemed Sheikh Muhammad bin
Saleh Al-Uthaymeen**

Volume Nineteen
Fatwas on Figh (Islamic Jurisprudence) - Fasting
Compiled and Edited by
The one in need of Allah the Almighty,

Fahd bin Nasser bin Ibrahim Al-Sulaiman
First Edition Published in 2003 VVolume 19

On page 47 He was asked a Question on the Possibility of uniting the Ummah on
one Unified Islamic Calendar. Scans of the Arabic Original Text.

Question 16: A person asked the esteemed Sheikh, may Allah have mercy on
him: "There are those who call for unifying the sighting of the crescent in Mecca,
so that the entire Ummah (Muslim community) begins the blessed month of
Ramadan and other months at the same time. What is your opinion on this?"

Answer: The esteemed Sheikh replied: "From an astronomical standpoint, this is

impossible, because the sighting of the crescent moon varies. As Sheikh of Islam
Ibn Taymiyyah, may Allah have mercy on him, said, the knowledge of this
science varies among the people of knowledge. When there is a difference in
observation, it is necessary to follow the evidence and the theory that each
country has its own ruling."”

On page 39 He was asked a Question on when to Fast the Day of Arafah which is



the 9" of Dhul Hija date any given Islamic Calendar year based on Hilal Sighting.

Question: Esteemed Sheikh Muhammad bin Saleh Al-Uthaymeen, may Allah
protect him, Peace and blessings of Allah be upon you. I ask Allah to grant you
help and continued success.

I inform you that | am one of the employees of the Custodian of the Two Holy
Mosques' embassy - may Allah protect him - in [...Undisclosed Country...]. We
are here experiencing differences regarding the fasting of the blessed month of
Ramadan and the fasting of the day of Arafah. The brothers have divided into
three groups:

1. A group says: We should fast with the Kingdom and break our fast with the
Kingdom.

2. A group says: We should fast with the country we are in and break our fast
with them.

3. A group says: We should fast with the country we are in during Ramadan, but
for the day of Arafah, we should fast with the Kingdom.

Therefore, | hope for a clear and detailed answer from your eminence regarding
the fasting of the month of Ramadan and the day of Arafah with another country.
For the past five years, it has not happened that the Kingdom's fasting coincided
with the fasting of the month of Ramadan or the day of Arafah here, as Ramadan
begins here a day after it begins in the Kingdom, and sometimes it is announced
in the Kingdom a day or two days before.

May Allah protect you. Peace and blessings of Allah be upon you.

Answer: ................ Based on this, fast and break the fast according to the
fasting and breaking of the fast of the people of the country you are in, whether it

aqgrees with your original country or not. The same applies to the day of Arafah,
follow the country you are in.

Written by Muhammad Al-Saleh Al-Uthaymeen on 28/8/1420 AH.



VS5 1 3) A .

> 7 -4 U&

s|) | ¥ ’ ’/.’M !
gl ie=l] o

gl L - -< R SO -‘ b
q I\ n !‘ [ e | )
- - - 6& = -




# % %

3L oo Bla 1o U A de; - gt A frw VT
S ey Je o o (S0 s LglS pdllandl oy
Qr.(:.l.;..a:%;i)w uﬂé‘,ﬂ)\.,dlbh'mjﬁ-id_,:'-a

e B Ll e L 1 gl atlond UG
il ey = da ol YT s B LS IS s OY
OB ciliss LS 5]y ¢ odall g @ pxell Jol Bl Calsss
aaS Ay S e OF (50l g SV I e

as

FIT

Sl i et gl o A gt A
g SISy Ay oSl e

SR PO FIPEPIRPRLPES PN W

;,_..,,.Jw.,u:,u_ﬁ,,m,.yut,rs;x,.a.\,n,
S e ey L 4 - I G i o ek
B pe ey DL Slas, el e o sase
eldl O J) Sla s Y il W5
R CIPOU PO PR O PON DU PNPLIEN - P B
r-‘-“r"“'JLC—-’u’"qJ"’-’*“Q‘rr“JJ"r‘-’-
Ll colas, e oo AN Ul pa pgesti 1 ol od -
Mlc..no,r—r_,.

Waidly BLY LYl oSaloiad o ol ey
OF a1 ae B8 p gy c Bl Slaae, et ploal
ol o o Ldledl Sl el gy L s
nyng\ndﬁ)*-ﬁ,,qu-"JM‘w‘,
q’\.no,t-f_,a,gu‘),‘-rw‘.uub.’gu,ﬁ
F LA HIPE gd.._,.‘,lf_,..&l....J!Q:A.-)lt-l.uu

LS g B R oSl Oy L ) (Sl cpbd




e\—ua.l_' | gl-"S

@
BRI W g RPTCR R HIICRE PR SR el
L35V 5 el SNl pgeall b IS SIS e sl

SN WSl ol ol g oS s Ol OIS 13 S
&,c@wnu\o’veofww%,;am,iwdp
LN wb (Sl

A1 ol iy pgeas LS 15 il g | go oo I e L
o sy cadlls T LoV (Sl il ;1,»@@ sl
g o1 ATl pasl &5 56

AVEYAJYA B etall pdlall dasee 425




